Blog Post Guidelines for Canadian Students
Dear Canadian student studying in the U.S., 
First, congratulations on your investment on international study in the U.S.! If we haven’t met before, EducationUSA Canada is a U.S. State Department funded organization that helps Canadians understand the basics about choosing and applying to U.S. universities. We are a free, impartial source for all Canadians. One of my big projects is to bring more visibility to who is already studying in the U.S., in order to help Canadians relate to their peers in the States.
That’s where you come in! We would like to highlight your story on our Blog. This will be a great way for other Canadian students to get-to-know why you chose to study in the U.S. at your university. If you have any questions, feel free to email me! 
Cheers,
Jenika Heim
EducationUSA Canada Advisor
Ottawa@educationusa.info

Guidelines
1. Introduce yourself with the following: Hometown in Canada, high school, university attending, year in school, intended major/minor
2. I will provide some questions for you to answer, but please write in a narrative style. Here is an example of the writing style you can use. Note that it is in first person, and conversational in tone.
3. EducationUSA’s goal is to highlight why students choose to study in the U.S. and experiences specific to being in a different country. This means that while you can and should highlight what drew you to your university of choice, it is more important to emphasize what drew you to the U.S. and why you enjoy studying there.
4. Your post should be around 500 words.
5. Please provide 2-3 photographs that we have permission to utilize within in the blog post and on social media as a promotion of your post and studying in the U.S. Please choose pictures that highlight activities you are involved in on campus (ex. Sports, clubs, arts), photos of you in front of something iconic on your campus and/or pictures of you enjoying what your city has to offer (ex. If you are studying in Utah, you could provide a picture of you skiing or at Moab)
6. Sign, scan, and return the “EducationUSA Photo-Video Release Form”
7. Email your Post as a Word document and the Release form to Jenika Heim at Ottawa@educationusa.info.  CC your on-campus contact who brought this opportunity to your attention.


Questions
These questions will help guide your Blog post. You do not need to and you should not answer all of them. Rather use them to help you shape your narrative. The most important question to answer is “Who are you and why did you choose to study in the United States?” The questions below will hopefully help you brainstorm what direction you want you post to go in and what you would like to emphasize.
1. What was the reason behind applying to U.S. universities? What was the draw for you?
2. Do you know other people from your hometown who studied in the States, or who made a similar choice to you?
3. What was the application process like? What advice would you give to other Canadians applying to U.S. universities?
4. Why did you ultimately pick the university that you are attending?
5. What campus activities are you involved in? Describe what you are passionate in pursuing outside of academics.
6. How do you like your major and the academics at your university? Describe your department and the support you receive for your studies.
7. What is your “collegetown” like? Rural, suburban, big city? What do U.S. college students do for fun at your school and what do you enjoy about your new city?
8. What is it like being an international student on your campus? What is different from being in Canada?
9. Describe a cultural encounter you had that is specifically American in nature.
10. Are you receiving any special funding? If so, how did you secure it? What was the process like?
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]What are you plans after graduation?
12. What advice do you have for Canadians who are thinking about studying in the states?
