
Contact Us
No program of this scope can be captured in one brochure. Visit www.jjay.cuny.edu/academics/688.php  
to learn about the program, its courses, requirements and more.

To schedule a meeting and visit our campus, please contact: 
Office of Admissions at 212.237.8863 or Dr. Avram Bornstein, Graduate Program Director, at 212.237.8287.

With John Jay’s MA program in Criminal Justice, you will make a world of difference. 
Come explore the possibilities. 

S T U D Y  I N  N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y

Master of Arts in 
Criminal Justice



An MA in Criminal Justice from John Jay opens doors. 
Newly minted graduates use their master’s degree as a springboard for an entry-level job in 
Criminal Justice or as a precursor to law school. For those already in law enforcement, the degree 
offers a means of furthering their Criminal Justice careers. 

There are also graduates who go on to enroll at some of the top doctoral programs in 
the country. Some seasoned Criminal Justice professionals use their MA as a degree that will 
afford them teaching opportunities.

Capital punishment, juvenile life sentences without parole, legally justifiable 
use of force, racial profiling, stop-and-frisk practices, DNA testing upon arrest, 
privacy rights, search-and-seizure boundaries, stand-your-ground laws, and the 
rights of sex offenders. 
These are some of the complex and controversial issues presently spurring debate within our legal, 
law enforcement, and corrections institutions.  John Jay is committed to developing graduates who 
have the intellectual acuity, moral commitment, and professional competence to make a mark with 
regard to challenging issues such as these and help shape the landscape of our criminal justice  
system and our society as a whole.

Among the many electives offered are courses such as  
“Sex Crimes,” “White Collar Crime,” “Gangs and the  
Community,” “Criminal Law,” “Crime Scene Investigation,” 
“Crime Prevention and Analysis,” “Cybercriminology,  
Terrorism and Apocalyptic Violence,” and “Homeland  
Security and Terrorism.”   

Our Criminal Justice program is also unique in that students 
are able to select electives to earn advanced certificates in 
Crime Prevention and Analysis and in Terrorism Studies, 
either on a stand-alone basis or as part of our Master of Arts 
program in Criminal Justice. Upon completing the program, 
students are awarded a New York State Education Department 
certificate. For students whose career objective is to contribute 
to data-based analysis of crime patterns in law enforcement 
agencies, the advanced certificate in Crime Prevention and 
Analysis provides a means to shine. The same is true for the 
advanced certificate in Terrorism Studies, which is geared 
toward students who wish to engage in research, become 
homeland security professionals at local, state or federal levels, 
or join domestic and international agencies concerned with 
counter-terrorism.

Unparalleled hands-on experience
Our Master of Arts program in Criminal Justice offers  
exceptional opportunities for students to participate in  
faculty research or undertake internships within the  
Criminal Justice field for credit. 

Among the many outstanding research options, students have 
the chance to work side by side with Anthropology Professor 
Ric Curtis as members of his research team. His studies have 
focused on forced marriage, honor killing in the U.S., commu-
nity connections as a means of diverting youths from further 
involvement in the criminal justice system, and an ongoing 
neighborhood crime and drug study, with this latter being a 
collaboration of many classes at John Jay and other CUNY  

colleges. In addition, students had the opportunity to partici-
pate in interviews of 1,200 clients at 14 syringe-exchange pro-
grams across NYC and 300 active drug injectors in the Bronx.

Our internship program is like no other. Students are able to 
take advantage of Professor Joseph A. Pollini’s relationships 
with numerous domestic and international police agencies.  
A highly decorated former NYC police detective, Professor 
Pollini has arranged one-of-a-kind internships that can make 
the difference to prospective employers. Students can intern at 
the Jeffery Deskovic Foundation, which identifies and investi-
gates wrongful conviction cases. Jeffery Deskovic, a graduate 
of John Jay’s Master of Arts program in Criminal Justice, was 
wrongfully convicted of rape homicide when he was 16 years 
old. He wasn’t exonerated and released until he was 33 years 
old. Students can also choose to intern with the U.S. Secret  
Service and the New York City Police Department, working 
within the Cold Case Squad, the Homicide Analysis Unit, the 
Crime Scene Unit, or the NYC Medical Examiner’s Office. 
In addition, internship opportunities exist within the NYC 
Department of Probation and Parole and the NYC Depart-
ment of Corrections at Rikers Island. These are just a few of 
the outstanding internship opportunities available to students 
enrolled in our Master of Arts program in Criminal Justice.

A stepping stone to endless 
career possibilities
We invite you to apply to John Jay College’s Master of Arts 
program in Criminal Justice. With constant breakthroughs in 
technology and an ever-evolving Criminal Justice landscape, 
the field offers countless exciting and exceptionally rewarding 
career opportunities. This current and cutting-edge area of 
study positions you to effect change within the three pillars of 
criminal justice—the legal, law enforcement, and corrections 
systems—which, along with other social institutions and the 
public, are the co-producers of justice.

Award-winning faculty committed to 
developing future leaders in the field of 
criminal justice
Behind each of the courses offered in our Master of Arts 
program in Criminal Justice is a faculty member with a solid 
record of scholarly contributions to the field and a talent for 
conveying the wealth of their knowledge to their students. 
The program brings together some of the most renowned 
and internationally recognized experts in the field of criminal 
justice. Students gain a world-class education from an ex-
ceptionally diverse, multinational faculty who draw from an 
unusually broad spectrum of disciplines: criminal justice, law, 
police science, criminal justice administration, political science, 
anthropology, sociology, communication, and theater arts. In 
addition to esteemed academic scholars who have authored 
groundbreaking studies and published in leading professional 

journals, the faculty counts among its members professionals 
who have held, or who currently hold, high-level positions in 
the legal, law enforcement, and corrections systems. Our  
Master of Arts program in Criminal Justice attracts the best  
of the best—faculty and students alike—ensuring a fertile  
medium for exciting growth and discovery.

An innovative, intellectually rigorous 
curriculum
Core classes provide a mastery of the major works and theories 
of criminology, policing, corrections, judicial studies, quan- 
titative research methods, and policy analysis. Students are 
able to select from dozens of electives to build a specialization 
in Criminology and Deviance, Criminal Law and Procedure,  
Police Administration, Corrections Administration, and  
Terrorism Studies. 
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