
Contact Us
Programs of this scope cannnot be captured in one brochure. Visit the websites listed below to learn about the 
programs, their courses, requirements and more. To schedule a meeting and visit our campus, please contact: 

Forensic Mental Health Counseling Program Office at 212.237.8782,  email: FMHC@jjay.cuny.edu or 
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/master-arts-forensic-mental-health-counseling

Forensic Psychology Program Office at 646.557.4429, email: forensicpsychologyma@jjay.cuny.edu or 
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/master-arts-forensic-psychology

With John Jay’s MA programs in Forensic Mental Health Counseling and Forensic Psychology, 
you will make a world of difference. Come explore the possibilities. 

S T U D Y  I N  N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y

Master of Arts in

Forensic 
Mental HealtH 

counseling

Master of Arts in

Forensic 
PsycHology



A John Jay College Master of Arts degree in Forensic Mental Health Counseling or 
Forensic Psychology opens doors.
There are countless career paths open to graduates of our Forensic Mental Health Counseling and Forensic Psychology master’s 
degree programs, with the vast majority of our graduates employed in the field.  For example, upon licensure, students who hold an MA 
in Forensic Mental Health Counseling from John Jay College become counselors within the legal system, in prisons, juvenile deten-
tion centers, probation and parole agencies, and social services agencies that counsel and assess adolescents and adults at risk for 
criminal behavior.  In addition, they go into private practice as licensed mental health counselors.  Graduates of our MA program in 
Forensic Psychology provide mental health services within institutions such as social service agencies, prisons and juvenile facilities; 
within family court and law enforcement agencies at the federal, state, and city levels; within probation, parole, addiction services, and 
child care agencies; and within hospitals and community health centers.  In addition, they go on to become practitioners and forensic 
researchers conducting studies and evaluations of at-risk populations.  Or, they use their degree as a springboard to gain entry into 
prestigious PhD programs, where they become doctoral-level psychologists, professors, or researchers.

Issues such as the psychology of policing; profiling; eye-witness testimony; the psychology of criminals and  
victims; terrorism and cults; the validity of eyewitness testimony; sex offender evaluation and treatment;  
effective and ineffective counseling and rehabilitation; the psychology of juvenile offenders; the relationship 
between drugs, alcohol and crime; false confessions; and the question of prisoner reentry—the intersection  
of law and psychology – have been the focus of increasing attention in recent years.

John Jay College is committed to developing graduates who have the intellectual acuity, professional  
competence, dedication, and drive to make a difference and ensure better services to offenders and those at risk 
for offending.  The College is dedicated to developing individuals who will provide mental health and criminal  
justice professionals with the necessary tools to be more effective agents of change on an individual,  
system-wide, and societal basis.

Master of Arts in Forensic Psychology—
one of the premier programs in the nation
Our Master of Arts program in Forensic Psychology is  
one of the premier forensic-based psychology programs in 
the U.S.  

In addition to offering students the opportunity to learn 
from the best of the best, the program also boasts a dual- 
degree option whereby qualified students have the opportu-
nity to earn an MA in Forensic Psychology and a JD at New 
York Law School in as little as four years.  

We also offer a state-registered postgraduate certificate  
in Forensic Psychology, credentialing students who already 
have a master’s degree in Psychology or a related disci-
pline with postgraduate coursework in one of the following 
specializations: Psychological Assessment and Forensic 
Psychology, Family Violence and Victims, Forensic Coun-
seling and Psychotherapy, Research in Forensic Psychol-
ogy, Selected Topics in Forensic Psychology, and Forensic 
Psychological Assessment and Testimony.

An extraordinary opportunity to learn from 
the foremost authorities in the field
Whether students are enrolled in our Forensic Mental 
Health Counseling or our Forensic Psychology Master of 
Arts program, they have an extraordinary opportunity to 
learn from the masters in the field.  Our faculty includes 
highly published professionals who collectively have  
expertise in 50 different areas of forensics including  
profiling psychopaths, sex offenders, and terrorism.  They 
are researchers and clinicians in hospital forensic units  
and serve as consultants and expert witnesses. 

The department also includes three of the College’s  
Distinguished Professors, presidents of the American 

Psychology-Law Society and other professional organi-
zations, in addition to a former chief psychologist for the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons.  Our faculty members have 
appeared as analysts on nationally syndicated news shows, 
have had their works cited by the U.S. Supreme Court, and 
are frequent consultants on national review panels.  They 
have been invited to testify before congressional and state 
committees; have collaborated with major international and 
national research centers and law enforcement agencies; 
and have been awarded prestigious research grants from 
institutions that include the NIH, NSF, and NIJ.  They have 
trained a wide range of legal professionals, including  
prosecutors, judges, police, and military officers.  Almost  
all of our faculty members have PhDs, and a number of 
them also hold law degrees.

Unparalleled research opportunities
Our Forensic Mental Health Counseling and our Forensic 
Psychology master’s programs offer graduate students  
the unique opportunity to work side-by-side with these  
exceptionally accomplished faculty members conducting 
research on subjects such as profiling, psychopaths, sex 
offenders, terrorism, lie-detection, eyewitness testimony, 
death-penalty decision-making, last will and testaments 
of terrorists, and coercive control and trauma bonding in 
commercial sex workers.

Outstanding hands-on experience
Our students can choose from many outstanding 
externships working with diverse populations such as  
juveniles or sex offenders.  Opportunities include  
externships at a number of prominent forensic, mental 
health, and social service settings in the metropolitan area, 
such as Rikers Island Correctional Facility, the Forensic 
Psychiatric Unit at Kings County Hospital, and Kirby  
Psychiatric Center.

We offer two exceptional graduate-degree forensic psychol-
ogy programs —a Master of Arts in Forensic Mental Health 
Counseling and a Master of Arts in Forensic Psychology.  
Both programs offer highly original, intellectually rigorous 
courses of study and an award-winning, exceedingly  
accomplished faculty that reads like a Who’s Who of experts 
in the field.  Both provide powerful stepping stones for 
career and educational advancement.  

Graduates are prepared to work within the legal system,  
in prisons, juvenile detention centers, probation and parole 
agencies, and within social services agencies that assess 
adolescents and adults at risk for criminal behavior.  Stu-
dents have the opportunity to take related courses leading 

to becoming a Credentialed Alcohol and Substance Abuse 
Counselor (CASAC). 

THE PROGRAMS
Master of Arts in Forensic Mental Health 
Counseling—the first program of its kind
Our Master of Arts program in Forensic Mental Health 
Counseling is the first licensed mental health program in 
the nation specializing in forensics.  This one-of-a-kind pro-
gram has been approved by New York State as meeting all 
educational requirements toward professional licensure as a 
Mental Health Counselor with a concentration in forensics.
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